
 

PERIODIC UPDATE #23 
Period of August 3-16, 2020     "ה'תש"ף אבכ"ו -גי  

Share what’s happening; please send me updates for the next newsletter.  

CORONAVIRUS COVID-19/קורונה 
Reminders:  

 Opening page has link to the health declaration necessary for daily entrance to campus, 

for easy access. 

 Urgent updates can be posted on the English Faculty of Medicine opening page. 

 Feel free to send me relevant information to post. 

GRANTS/מענקים 

Congratulations to: 

Dr. Ronit Ilouz on her receipt of a research grant from BSF for “Behavioral  and cellular 

characterization of PKARIB mutation associated with a neurodegenerative disease.” 

Dr. Meital Gal Tanamy on her receipt of a research grant from the Ministry of Science 

and Technology for  נוגדנים על ישי הכללת רפרטוארי  19"עיצוב חיסון סביל למחלת קוביד

 ממחלימים" 

 

STUDENT BODY UPDATE/ סטודנטיםה חיי  
From a student representative: 

Due to Corona, many students are now isolated. First year pre-clinical studies are taking place 

remotely, via Zoom. Third and fourth year students are studying for final exams. Third-year track 

first year students have effectively had to forfeit vacation. Masters and doctoral students are 

continuing in the labs, but with precautions of course. All end of year activities have been 

cancelled. The new student union is working hard to plan for next academic year. 

https://medicine.biu.ac.il/en
https://medicine.biu.ac.il/en/node/3080
https://medicine.biu.ac.il/en


MEDICAL SCHOOL EXAMS/ מבחנים   
We wish our students success on their exams. Coming up: Pediatrics, OSCE (Objective Structured 

Clinical Examination). 

DONOR RECOGNITION/ לתורם הכרה  
Last week a very inspiring donor recognition Zoom meeting took place between 6 

medical school students and UJIA representatives (the donor was unable to make 

the meeting). To protect the privacy of the donor and recipients, we will not 

mention names, but below are a few heartwarming comments by the students 

(two of whom were ill, with Corona):  

 This has been a challenging period, but I do my best to keep to routine. 

 With all the uncertainty and lack of control, we have to think short-term for 

now. 

 Demands much self-discipline in order to remain focused; this is a lesson for life. 

 One of the most exciting aspects about this period is that we are learning along with the 

experienced doctors, all of us together. 

 I feel like we will be an entry in the history books. 

 Corona came suddenly; it affected me emotionally too. 

 The department head was like a tutor, he was so good! An old-time doctor. He could just 

look and touch the patient and make a diagnosis. 

 The Zoom classes were excellent, in all aspects. (There was consensus about this.) 

Another donor/student meeting is scheduled for this week, with social distancing. 

PHD SEMINARS/ שלישי תואר סימינריון  

Organized by Dr. Shai Bel. These seminars are part of the tradition of celebrating PhD students’ 

ending this important chapter in their life; participation is obligatory.  

 Exploring the Role of Scc3 Subunit in Cohesin Activity - Anjali Pathania, supervised by Dr. 

Itay Onn 

RESEARCHER PROFILE/ החוקר את הכר  

We would like to profile a researcher each week, starting with Principal Investigators. If 

you would like the opportunity to “Toot Your Horn,” please be in touch with 

Alissa.burstein@biu.ac.il. A few sentences will suffice! 

STUDENT PROFILE/ הסטודנט את הכר   

We would like to briefly profile a different student each newsletter. If you can think of a student 

– graduate or medical – who would like to share a few details with us, please have them be in 

touch with Alissa.burstein@biu.ac.il.  
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This week we open with Lee Azoulay, the new head of the student union. Lee, 29 years of age, 

comes from Ramat Yishai but currently lives in Nahariya. He served in the elite IDF Egoz Unit. 

Before commencing with his studies, Lee was employed in the field of 

security in Vienna then travelled to India, Nepal, and Thailand for half a 

year. He returned to Berlin, only to ultimately begin his medical studies in 

Prague. After three years there, he decided to complete his studies at Bar-

Ilan U. He is a second year student in the three-year track. When asked 

how Corona has affected his studies, he pointed out that the clinical 

studies were put on hold for two months. However, this proved a golden 

opportunity for volunteering, most especially in the most critical Corona-

testing realm with Magen David Adom, at first in patients’ homes, then in 

the drive-throughs. Volunteers were also instrumental in delivering 

medicines and food to the elderly, and in assisting hospital staff in the Galilee. He has not seen 

his family, for fear of transmitting the disease. When asked what he likes most about his studies, 

Lee shared, “Medicine has no boundaries. Every few weeks we go to a new department and are 

exposed to new worlds – intellectual, patients, colleagues. Every day we give of ourselves for 

the good of society, which makes the field so special. In the future I hope to go to work every 

day with a smile, knowing that I am in a place where I can fulfil my potential.” 

WEBSITE: WHAT’S NEW? (MEDICINE.BIU.AC.IL/EN )/ הפקולטה אתר  

Publications (https://medicine.biu.ac.il/en/research-news ( פרסומי מחקר   

Reminder that publications by Azrieli faculty are generally posted in chronological order based on 

publication date, per PubMed listings. 

 H Bishara, A Saffouri, D Weiler-Ravell: Ongoing tuberculosis transmission among second-

generation Ethiopian immigrants in Israel (Epidemiol Infect) 

 Tawfik Khoury, Anas Kadah, Amir Mari, Mahmud Mahamid, Wisam Sbeit : A validated 

score predicting common bile duct stone in patients hospitalized with acute calculus 

cholecystitis: a multi-center retrospective study (Surg Endosc . ) 

 Tomer Meirson: Ocular Adverse Events Induced by Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors: A 

Comprehensive Pharmacovigilance Analysis (Ocul Immunol Inflamm) 

 The association between carotid calcium on dental panoramic radiographs and coronary 

calcium score on chest computerized tomography (Dentomaxillofac Radiol . ) 

 Karl Skorecki: Kidney failure risk in type 1 vs. type 2 childhood-onset diabetes mellitus 

(Pediatr Nephrol .) 
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 Ohad Ronen: Case for staged thyroidectomy (Head Neck .) 

 Conjunctivodacryocystorhinostomy (CDCR) success rates and complications in 

endoscopic vs non-endoscopic approaches: a systematic review (Int Forum Allergy 

Rhinol .) 

 Yumna Busool Abu Eta, Shireen Hamed Azzam, Raneen Shehadeh Mashour: Predicting 

factors of ocular hypertension following keratoplasty: Indications versus the procedure 

(Eur J Ophthalmol .) 

 Chaim Putterman: The T Cell Receptor Repertoire in Neuropsychiatric Systemic Lupus 

Erythematosus Front Immunol .) 

 Igor Waksman, Evgeny Solomonov: Implementing a Practical Global Health Curriculum: 

The Benefits and Challenges of Patient-Based Learning in the Community (Front Public 

Health . ) 

 Amiel A. Dror: Striatin Is Required for Hearing and Affects Inner Hair Cells and Ribbon 

Synapses (Front Cell Dev Biol .) 

 David Karasik: The Musculoskeletal Knowledge Portal: Making Omics Data Useful to the 

Broader Scientific Community J Bone Miner Res . ) 

 Mycoplasma and Ureaplasma carriage in pregnant women: the prevalence of 

transmission from mother to newborn (BMC Pregnancy Childbirth .) 

 Muhammad Mansour: The Role of Hospital and Community Pharmacists in the 

Management of COVID-19: Towards an Expanded Definition of the Roles, 

Responsibilities, and Duties of the Pharmacist (Pharmacy (Basel) . ) 

 Amiel A Dror, Netanel Eisenbach, Matti Mizrachi, Asaf Zigron, Samer Srouji, Eyal Sela: 

Vaccine hesitancy: the next challenge in the fight against COVID-19 (Eur J Epidemiol .) 

 Tomer Meirson: Atezolizumab and Bevacizumab in Hepatocellular Carcinoma (N Engl J 

Med .) 

Faculty News (https://medicine.biu.ac.il/en/faculty-news) חדשות הפקולטה 
 Covid-19 Research Presented at Ministry of Health 

Media Exposure (https://medicine.biu.ac.il/en/media)  חשיפה במדיה באנגלית 
 JPost: Coronavirus did not go away in the summer – here’s what we know 

 HaAretz: Many Israeli Health Care Workers Reluctant to Get Coronavirus Vaccine, Survey 

Says 

REMINDER: ALL PERIODIC UPDATES ARE NOW ONLINE/הניוזלטר באתר  
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