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Lay abstract:

“Systematic analysis of the genetic regulation of skeletogenesis and health”, David
Karasik and Matthew Harris (of Boston Children’s Hospital/Harvard Medical School)
are proposing to functionally test gene candidates linked to skeletal development and
maintenance of bone health. Confirmation of particular genetic regions from studies
of humans requires testing in animals that can permit screening of large number of
potential gene candidates. The zebrafish is well suited for such an approach bridging
the ease of cellular assays and the power of screening large number of candidates
for function. The proposed project will lead to discoveries of novel genes and

molecular pathways regulating skeletal tissue formation and maintenance.
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